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PREFACE  &  ADDRESSES 

TO    ALL    OUR 

READERS. 

LITTLE  King  Solomon, 
who  has  adopted  thefe 
Proverbs,  and  made  fame 
entertaining  obfervations 
thereon,  recommends  them 
to  the  attention  of  his  young 
readers,  hoping  they  will 
afford  much  entertainment 
and  inftru&ion.  The  re- 
A  fleftions 
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fleftions  and  applications 
to  each,  he  is  fure,  (if  read 
with  attention)  will  ferve  as 
moral  precepts,  in  direfling 
the  tender  mind  to  adopt 
that  conduft  which  may 
prove  beneficial,  and  re- 
jeft  that  which  appears  in- 
jurious. 

As  I  have  dignified  my- 
felf  with  the  name  and  title 
of  KING,  you  may  wifh  to 
Jtnow  of  what  land  or  na- 
tion I  am  King  of,  there- 
fore, 
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fore,  to  fails fy  my  anxious 
readers,  I  fay,  I  am  King 
of  Little  Britton  and  *.o 
Land,  I  having  the  power 
of  making  Princes  and  Prin- 
ceffes,  as  eafy  as  Kings,  I 
(hall,  for  the  future,  call  all 
my  good  little  readers,  *ho 
prefer  good  books  to  doing 
mifchief,  by  the  titles  of 
Prince  and  Princefs ;  there- 
fore, to  each  young  mafter 
I  fay— 


Mv 
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My  good  Prince 9 
Liften  to  the  voice  of 
wifdom,  nor  difregard  the 
advice  of  King  Solomon, 
for  your  entertainment  and 
inftruftion  I  have  written 
this  little  book. 

My  pretty  Princefs, 

Wifdom  is  a  much  more 
beautiful  ornament  to  the 
head  of  a  little  Mifs,  than  a 
fine  cap;  therefore,  if  you 
witii  to  be  finer  than  others, 

read 
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read  every  good  book  you 
can  obtain. 

To  all  my  Readers. 
If  you  are  pleafed  with 
the  Proverbs,  and  obfcrva- 
tions  thereon,  which  I  here 
prefent  you,  Mr.  Fairburn 
has  one  or  two  more  books, 

intended  as  a  continuation 
to  this,  which  I  hope  will  be 
better  and  more  entertain- 
ing than  the  prefent,  as 
there  are  many  very  plea- 
fi  3  fing 
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fing  ftories,  and  feveral 
pretty  pictures,  defigned 
and  engraved,  on  purpofe 
to  divert  and  inftruft  you. 


THE 


THE 

PRO  V  E  RB  S 

OF 

LITTLE  SOLOMON. 


A   FAINT   HEART   NEVER   WON   A 
FAIR  LADY 

TWO  officers,  one  of  whom 
was  a  midfhipman  in  the  navy, 
the  other  a  captairt  in  the  army, 
courted  at  the  fame  time  a  very 
beautiful  young  lady  as  they 
were  both  polite  and  hand- 
fome,  and  nearly  equal  in  for- 
tune, and  equally  urgent  for 
a  favour^ 
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a  favourable  decifion,  fhe  was 
a  long  time  in  fixing  on  a  me- 
thod of  determining  on  which 
perfon  ihe  fhould  beftow  her 
hand.  At  laft,  weaned  with 
the  importunity  of  her  lovers, 
and  tired  of  confideration, 
\vhen  there  was  no  particular 
bias  to  influence  her  choice, 
file  ordered  her  carriage,  and 
commanding  them  to  follow 
her,  immediately  drove  to  the 
Tower,  where  fhe  alighted, 
and  proceeded  to  the  apart- 
ments in  which  the  wild  beafls 
were  kept;  here,  throwing  her 
fan  into  the  den  of  one  of  the 

fiexceft 
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fierceft  lions,  fhe  turned  to 
her  lovers,  and  faid,  "  that 
"  man  fhould  be  her  hufband, 
^  who  would  venture  into  the 
"  den  to  regain  it  for  her." — 
The  captain,  making  a  low 
bow,  aflured  her,  he  would 
do  "  any  thing  in  reafon,  yet 
<;  he  could  not  think  of  rifldng 
"  his  life  for  a  woman."  But 
the  midfhipman,  drawing  his 
fword,  marched  boldly  into 
the  den,  and  looking  the  lion 
firmly  in  the  face,  took  up  the 
fan,  and  efcaping  unhurt,  pre- 
fented  it  to  his  miftrefs,  who, 
giving  him  her  hand,  ex- 
claimed, 
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0. 

claimed,  "  Here  is  your  re- 
"  ward.  —  Beauty  is  the  re- 
*'  ward  of  courage,  while  con- 
"  tempt  is  the  portion  of 
"  cowardice  :  —  A  faint  heart 
"  never  won  a  fair  lady." 

MORA  L. 

We  learn  from  this  Pro- 
verb, never  to  Be  difheartened 
by  feeming  difficulties,  but  to 
purfue  every  honourable  de- 
fign  with  vigour  and  refoluti- 
on.  Dangers  may  threaten,  and 
difafters  hover  over  us;  yet,  a 
fixed  determination  to  fuc~ 

ceed, 
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ceed,  when  our  purfuit  is  vir- 
tuous, will  feldom  fail  of  being 
attended  by  the  expected  fuc- 
cefs. 

The  fenfe  of  this  Proverb 
may  be  better  expreiTed  in 
this  manner:  —  "A  fainting 
"  fpirit  never  achieved  a  great 
"  a&ion."  For,  though  it  is 
generally  true,  that  the  ladies 
prefer  a  man  of  courage  to  a 
cowardly  one,  yet,  the  Pro- 
verb is  fo  often  applied  con- 
trary to  its  literal  meaning, 
that  we  think  the  above  al- 
teration of  its  terms,  perfectly 
juftifiable  and  proper.  The 
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leffon  it  gives  when  thus  al- 
tered, is,  that  diligence  and 
perfeve ranee  are  abfolutely 
necefTary  to  the  fuccefs  of  our 
undertakings:  with  them,  no- 
thing is  impoffible;  without 
them,  the  faired  profpeBs  are 
rendered  defolate,  and  the 
mofl  brilliant  expectations  be- 
come unfuccefsful. 


Let  ev'ry  good  and  virtuous  youth, 
Purfue  the  path  that  leads  to  truth; 
Nor  (brink,  tho'  threat'ning  dangers  rife, 
A  faint  heart  never  won  a  prize. 


SAFE 
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SAFE   BIND,4SAFE   FIND. 

A  YOUNG  gentleman  had  a 
prefent  made  him  of  a  moil 
beautiful  little  horfe,  of  a 
(how-white  colour,  and  fpot- 
ted  like  a  fpaniel.  The  mane 
•was  as  foft  as  filk,  and  hung 
down  upon  his  neck  in  ring- 
lets ;  the  neck  was  long  and 
(lender,  the  cheft  high  and 
noble,  and  his  whole  (hape 
was  elegant,  and  in  the  moft 
exact  proportion;  while  a  fine 
flowing  tail  added  grace  and 
dignity  to  his  motions,  and 
B  con- 
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conveyed  the  idea  of  anima- 
tion and  vigour.  When  the 
horfe  was  given  to  Charles, 
(for  that  was  the  young  gen- 
tleman's name),  he  was  defired 
to  take  particular  care  of  it, 
and  always  when  he  returned 
from  riding  to  take  it  into  the 
liable,  and.  fatten  it  to  the 
manger  himfelf ;  for  the  horfe 
being  young  and  lively,  wa$ 
apt  to  get  out  when  left  loofe, 
and  fet  off,  galloping  about 
the  country.  For  fome  days, 
Matter  Charles  was  very  par- 
ticular in  following  thefe  di- 
j  and  being  fond  of  his 
poncy, 
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poney,  took  great  care  to  pre- 
vent its  getting  away.  Un- 
luckily,having  ridden  a  longer 
time  than  ufual,  one  morning, 
he  was  informed,  that  his  draw- 
ing-mafter  was  in  the  houfc, 
•when  taking  his  horfe  to  the 
ftable  in  a  hurry,  he  forgot 
either  to  tie  him  up,  or  (hut  the 
door.  On  returning  home, 
he  began  his  lefTons.  and  fome 
company  arrivi.  g  before  he 
bad  concluded  them,  it  was  not 
till  late  in  the  afternoon^  that 
he  thought  any  more  of  his 
horfe,  or  of  his  accuftomed 
B  2  diver- 


i8    LITTLE  SOLOMON'S  PROVERBS, 

diverfion.  But  h0w  (hall  I 
defcribe  his  furprize  and  grief, 
when  on  running  to  the  ftable, 
he  found  it  empty,  and  his 
pretty  poney  no  where  to  be 
feen.  With  the  tears  flowing 
from  his  eyes,  he  ran  into  the 
parlour,  and  informed  the 
company  of  his  lofs.  It  hap- 
pened, that  the  perfon  who 
had  given  him  the  horfe,  was 
among  them,  who,  taking  the 
crying  boy  by  the  hand,  told 
him,  that  as  he  had  now  fuf- 
fered  for  his  inattention  and 
want  of  care,  he  hoped  he 

would 
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would  in  future  remember 
what  was  faid  to  him,  and 
never  forget  the  old  proverb, 
«  Safe  bind,  fafe  find." 


MORAL. 

This  Proverb  teaches  us  to 
avoid  careleffnefs  in  the  dif- 
pofal  of  our  property,  and  al- 
ways to  place  it  in  fecurity ; 
othcrwife,  it  is  very  probable, 
that  when  we  look  for  it,  it 
may  not  be  found.  Children 
fhould  never  fcatter  their  play- 
things about  the  houfe,  as  they 
often  do ;  as  foon  as  they 
B  3  get 
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get  tired  of  them,  they  ought 
to  put  them  into  fome  box  or 
drawer,  where  they  will  re- 
main fafe,  till  they  again  want 
them. 


Children  fhould  never  carelefs  be, 
But  always  bear  in  mind — 

Uttlefs  they  fafely  put  uway, 
They'll  hardly  ever  find. 


4 


BRAG 
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BRAG  IS  A  GOOD  -DOG,  BUT  HOLD- 
FAST  IS  A  BETTER. 


IN  the  reign  of  the  great  King 
Alfred,  the  country  was  much 
infefted  by  a  number  of  fierce 
wolves,  who  did  fo  much  da- 
m#ge  to  the  cattle,  and  fpread 
fuch  terror  among  the  inhabi- 
tants, that  Alfred,  ever  atten- 
tive to  the  welfare  of  his  fub- 
je£ts,  made  a  law,  ordering 
that  every  peribn  mould  be 
excuied  fuch  a  part  of  the 
taxes,  as  was  proportionate  to 
the  quantity  of  wolves  he  de - 
firoyed. 
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ftroyed.  This  reward  induced 
many  people  to  hunt  them  with 
dogs  trained  up  for  the  pur- 
pore,  and  was  the  principal 
caufe  of  their  being  all  de- 
firoyed.  One  day,  as  a  coun- 
try Tquirewas  feeking  for  their 
haunts  in  a  thick  foreft,  ac- 
companied by  two  dogs,whofe 
names  were  Brag  and  Hold- 
faft,  the  former  barked  very 
loudly,  and  the  gentleman 
turning  round,  difcovered  a 
huge  and  hungry  wolf  running 
towards  him,  with  great  vio- 
lence. Brag  continued  bark- 
ing, but  never  attempted  to 

fcize 
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fcize  the  furious  animal,  who, 
fpringing  upon  the  gentleman, 
•would  have  torn  him  piece- 
meal, if  Holdfaft  had  not  in 
the  fame  moment  flew  at  the 
wolf,  and  feizing  him  by 
the  under  jaw,  held  him  fo 
very  faft,  as  to  prevent  his 
doing  the  gentleman  an  injury. 
This  fortunate  incident 
made  the  gentleman  fay,  that 
*;  Brag  was  a  good  dog,  for 
6;  giving  him  notice  of  the 
46  wolf's  approach,  but  that 
"  Holdfaft  was  a  better,  for 
4;  preventing  his  doing  any 
"  mifchief." 

M  O  R  A  L  . 
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MORAL. 

This  Proverb  applies  to 
fuch  perfons  as  talk  big,  boaft 
of  their  courage,  and  rattle 
away,  as  if  they  were  vaftly 
fuperior  to  others,  who,  hav- 
ing more  modefty,  are  content 
to  difplay  their  abilities  in  the 
performance  of  great  actions, 
and  not  in  merely  talking 
about  them.  Let  one  advife 
my  young  friends  never  to 
undertake  any  thing  which 
they  are  incapable  of  manag- 
ing, as  it  only  expofes  them 
to  derifion  and  laughter:  and 
alfo  never  to  give  way  to  the 

foolifli 
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foolifh  cuftom  of  bragging, 
and  making  game  of  other 
boys,  who  are  lefs  noify  than 
themfelves.  And  they  mould 
always  remember,  that  "  He, 
"  only,  who  behaves  well,  de- 
"  ferves  praife  and  reward ; 
"  and  not  him,  who  is  for  ever 
"  faying  what  he  will  do,  but 
"  never  doing  any  thing." 


Brag  is  not  a  bad  child,  but  Holdfaft  is 

much  better, 
For  Holdfaft  reads  well,  while  Brag  fcarcc 

knows  a  letter : 
He  talks  loud,  it  is  true,  and.  puts  on  a  big 

look, 
But  Holdfaft's  the  boy,  who  fticks  clofe  to 

hu  book. 

WHAT 
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WHAT  IS  BRED  IN  THE  BONE,  WILL 
NEVER  BE  OUT  OF  THE  FLESH. 


A  COUNTRYMAN  having 
caught  a  young  fox,  (whofe 
father  had  often  brought  home 
to  his  hole  many  choice  bits, 
fuch  as  the  leg  of  a  fowl,  the 
breaft  of  a  goofe,  the  wing  of 
a  turkey,  and  other  dainties 
of  the  like  nature),  took  him 
home,  intending  to  bring  him 
up  tame,  and  to  let  him  play 
about  the  houfe  with  his  chil- 
dren. For  fome  time,  the 
cunning  fox  behaved  very 

well, 
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well,  and  his  matter  permitted 
him  to  run  among  the  poultry 
in  the  yard,  who  were  not 
afraid  of  him,  as  he  had  never 
attempted  to  injure  them.  As 
the  fly  rogue  grew  up,  he  be- 
gan to  caft  a  very  wifhful  eye 
on  the  chickens,  but  fearful  of 
being  feen,  he  contented  him- 
felf  for  two  or  three  weeks 
with  licking  his  lips,  and  never 
offered  to  meddle  with  them. 
However,  in  an  unlucky  hour, 
he  difcovered  one  that  had 
wandered  to  fome  diftance 
from  the  houfe,  and  feizing  it 
C  by 
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by  the  neck,  he  carried  it  into 
an  obfcure  corner,  where  he 
tore  it  to  pieces,  and  picked 
its  bones.  This  cruel  deed 
not  being  found  out,  he  never 
failed  eating  a  fowl  as  often  as 
he  had  an  opportunity,  and 
their  number  being  great,  the 
countryman  did  not  obferve 
the  decreafe  for  fome  time  ; 
but,  no  fooner  did  he  notice 
it,  than  fufpccling  reynard.  he 
determined  to  watch  him,  and 
in  a  very  few  minutes  he 
caught  him  in  the  aft  of  car- 
rying off  a  fat  young  duck. 

Twas 
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'Twasin  vain,  the  fox  looked 
pitiful,  and  hung  his  brufh, 
his  fate  was  refolved  on,  and 
the  countryman,  taking  up  a 
large  ftick,  knocked  him 
down,  exclaiming,  "  This  is 
"  a  juft  punifliment  for  thy 
*;  treachery."  J  am  now  con- 
vinced, that  "  What  is  bred 
"  in  the  bone,  wrill  never  be 
"  out  of  the  flefh." 


MORA  L. 

This  Proverb  is  applied  to 

thole,  who,  having  had  a  bad 

education  in  their  youth,  are 

C  2  after- 
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afterwards,  through  the  influ- 
ence of  habit,  unable  to  alter 
their  conduct,  and  generalk 
continue  reprobates  all  the!1 
lives.  Parents  cannot  be  to* 
cautious  in  bringing  up  their 
children  in  a  virtuous  manner. 
and  fetting  them  a  good  c\ 
ample  :  for,  if  once  they  be- 
come addicted  to  vicioii; 
courfes,  though  they  may  alter 
their  behaviour  for  a  time, 
yet,  like  the  young  fox,  they 
frequently  return  to  their  old 
habits;  and,  however  at  firft, 
they  mar  be  fuccefsful  in  con- 
cealing their  crimes,  in  the 

end; 
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end,  they  are  always  difcover- 
ed,  and  punifhed  for  their 
wickednefs. 


Let  children  in  their  earlieft  youth, 
Goodnefs  be  taught,  virtue  and  truth; — 
Then  will  their  future  live.s  be  fpent, 
In  aftions  pate  and  innocent. 


€3  A   BURNT 
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A  BURNT  CHILD  DREADS  THE 
PIRE. 


THEprinci  1e  of  felf-prefer- 
vation  is  learnt  fo  early,  that  it 
appears  absolutely  infeparable 
from  our  nature;  though, 
when  an  infant  is  born,  it  may 
be  afTerted,  as  an  indifputable 
truth,  that  it  has  no  idea  of 
danger,  and  therefore  cannot 
pay  any  attention  to  its  own 
fafety.  Yet,  no  fooner  does 
the  child  become  acquainted 
with  pain,  than  itinftin&ively 
fhrinks  at  its  approach  ;  and, 

a? 
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as  heat  is  generally  the  firft 
feeling  acquired  from  without, 
they  are  quickly  fenfible  of  its 
power,  and  foon  learn  to  fear 
its  effe&s.  'Tis  from  this  we 
derive  the  origin  of  the  Pro- 
verb, "  A  burnt  child  dreads 
«  the  fire." 

This  Proverb  admits  of  a 
variety  of  applications,  though 
they  all  turn  on  one  point, — - 
the  avoiding  that  mode  of 
conduct,  which,  at  any  former 
time,  may  have  led  us  into 
difficulties. 

"  When  the  celebrated  mar- 

"  fhal  Saxe  was  in  London,  he 

"  happened 
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"  happened  one  day  to  offend 
;;  a  fcaver.ger,  who  was  clean- 
"  ing  the  ftreets  near  Charing 
"  Crofs,  and  who  challenged 
"  the  marfhal  to  box  with  him. 
"  The  count,  relying  on  his 
"  own  uncommon  <  ftrength, 
c;  accepted  the  propofal,  and 
"  the  Icavenger  began  to  ftrip; 
"  but,  he  had  fcarce  taken  off 
c;  his  fliirt,  when  the  marfhal, 
"  (perhaps,  defpifing  the  puny 
Ci  appearance  of  his  antagonift) 
"  feized  him  by  the  arms,  to 
"  the  great  aftonifhmentof  the 
ct  fpeclators,  and  threw  him 
"  into  his  own  cart,  with  the 

"  fame 
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c;  fame  eafe,  as  if  he  had  been 
"  a  trufs  of  ftraw,  where  he 
"  ftruggled  for  fome  time,  and 
"  narrowly  efcaped  being  fti- 
"  fled  in  the  mud."  When 
he  got  out,  the  marfhal  afked 
him,  if  he  was  ready  to  begin 
the  fight. — "  No,  no,"  replied 
the  fellow, — "  A  burnt  child 
"  dreads  the  fire,  and  /  have 
45  already  had  a  fufficient  fpe- 
"  cimen  of  your  power." 


MORAL. 

Though  the  general  truth  of 
this   Proverb  cannot   be    de- 
nied, 
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nied,  yet  many  inftances  might 
be  given,  in  which  the  power 
of  habit  is  fuperior  to  a  fenfe 
of  returning  danger.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  country  round 
the  fierce  volcanoes  of  y£tna 
and  Vefuvius,  who  are  con- 
tinually expofed  to  all  the  hor- 
rors of  fiery  eruptions,  (till 
carry  on  their  cuftomary  bufi- 
nefs  with  deliberation  and 
cahnnefs;  and,  though  living 
in  piaces,  fuppofed  to  be  fitu- 
ated  on  the  arch  of  a  burning 
abyfs,  and  often  wunefling  the 
ravages  of  the  definitive 
earthquake,  are  never  driven 

from 
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from  their  habitations,  till  the 
ftorm  reaches  their  very  doors; 
and,  no  fooner  is  it  abated, 
than  they  return,  and  re-build 
their  houfes,  over  the  fmoak- 
ing  ruins  of  the  former  ones. 


When  naughty  children  go  aftray, 
And  wifdom's- precepts,  wont  obey  ; 
Their    friends,    each    blockhead's    back 

fhould  ftrip, 
And  make  him  dread,  th'  uplifted  whip. 


I 


A    BIRD 
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A  BIRD   IN  THE   HAXD   IS  WORTH 
TWO  IN  THE   BUSH. 


A  FOWLER  having  laid 
his  nets  in  a  field,  and  fcat- 
tered  fome  food  upon  them, 
retired  to  a  diftance,  and  then 
waited  the  efte&s  of  his  arti- 
fice. In  a  little  time,  a  young 
goldfinch  flew  from  a  tree, 
and  began  to  pick  up  the 
crumbs,  which  the  fowler  per- 
ceiving, immediately  drew  the 
cords,  and  the  wings  of  the  bird 
being  entangled,  he  was  eafily 
caught.  When  the  man  took 

him 


ivonrri  T\\'O  13  THI:  a 
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him  in  his  hand,  the  goldfinch 
begged  hard  for  his  liberty, 
(fuppofing .  that  birds  could 
fpeak  their  feelings)  a(Turing. 
the  fowler,  that  if  he  let  him 
go  this  time,  he  would,  return 
at  the  end  of  the  fummer,  afid 
again  fuffer  .himfelf  to  be 
taken.  "  Eefides,"  continued 
the  pretty  fellow,  "  my  value 
"  is  fo  little,  that  I,  am  not 
"  worth  carrying  away;  where: 
"  as,  if  you  were  to  catch 
"  thofe  two  nightingales,  who 
"  are  finging  fo  fweetly  in 
"  yonder  bufh,  they  would 
"  fetch  you  a  confiderable 
D  « fum,M 
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«fum."  —  "Thou  haft  peti- 
"  tioned  very  cleverly,"  re- 
plied the  fowler,  "  but  I  am 
"  not  to  learn,  that  wert  thou 
"  to  efcape  now,  I  fhould  ne- 
"  ver  fee  thee  more ;  neither 
«  fhould  I  have  had  thee  at 
«  all,  hadft  thou  expe&ed  any 
"  danger  in  lighting  upon 
«  the  nets  :  with  refpeft  to  the 
**  nightingales,  they  are  not  in 
"  mypofleflion,  thou  art)  and 
"  no  one  can  deny,  that  a  bird 
"  in  the  hand  is  worth  two  in 
«  the  buffi." 


MORAL* 
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MORAL. 

From  the  confideration  of 
this  Proverb,  I  would  advife 
my  readers  never  to  tofs  up, 
play  at  pitch  at  the  hole,  huf- 
tle-cap,  nor,  indeed,  at  any 
game,  that  encourages  gamb- 
ling; there  are  many  exercifes 
much  better:  Cricket,  trap- 
ball,  marbles,  and  many  other 
'tames  and  diverfions,  which 
;ire  calculated  to  improve  the 
health,  and  render  the  body 
a£live  and  nervous ;  while  the 
former  games,  tend  only  to 
(he  deftru&ion  of  their  morals, 
by  leading  them  into  idle  and 
D  2  diffolute 
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diffolute  company.  It  is  alfo 
breaking  the  tenth  command- 
ment, which  fays,  "  Thou 
i;  (halt  not  covet  thy  neigh- 
"  hours  houfe,  nor  his  ox, 
"  nor  his  afs,  nor  any -thing 
"  that  is  his ;"  plainly  imply- 
ing, that  we  ought  to  be  con- 
tent with  our  own,  and  not 
endeavour  to  obtain  polTeffioit 
of  the  property  of  others,  by 
fuch  an  unlawful  method  as 
gaming.  This  Proverb,  alfo 
infinuates  the  folly  of  giving 
up  a  certainty  for  an  uncer- 
tainty. Whatever  is  in  our 
own'.pockets,  we  are  fuuefof; 

that,, 
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that,  which  is  in  the  pocket  of 
another,  we  cannot  pofitively 
fay,  will  ever  be  in  ours.  If 
the  fowler  had  let  the  goldfinch 
fly,  in  the  expectation  of 
catching  the  nightingales,  he 
would,  moil  probably,  have 
been  difappointed :  this  he 
knew,  and  prefered  the  fmali 
prize  he  pofleffed,  to  a  much 
larger,  of  which  there  was  only 
the  pofiibility  of  his  having. 


£ood  boys  will  never  play  at  tofs^ 
For  'tis  of  worfl  the  bane  ; — 

rNor; e'er  endure  a  certain  lofj,  • 
F«r  an  uncertain  gain. 

D  3          THERE'S 
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THERE'S    MANY     A     SLIP     'TWEEN 
THE  CUP  AND  LIP. 


IN  the  reign  of  Amurath, 
Emperor  of  the  Turks,  lived 
the  cruel  Sozezem  ;  a  man, 
who  by  the  vileft  intrigues 
and  the  mod  confummate  bafe- 
nefs,  had  poflefTed  himfelf  of 
one  of  the  diftant  provinces 
of  Egypt.  Sozezem  was  al- 
ways contriving  the  means  of 
converting  the  property  of 
thofe,  who  unfortunately  re- 
fided  in  his  government,  to 
his  own  ufe :  among  other 
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exactions,  he  gave  orders, 
that  every  merchant  -who  came 
into  the  province,  Ihould 
deliver  up  a  fourth  of  his 
effects,  before  he  was  permit- 
ted  to  fell  the  moft  trifling 
article  :  any  one  \vho  dif- 
puted  this  order,  was  to  have 
the  whole  of  his  property 
confifcated,  and  himfelf  put 
to  death.  A  perfon,  who  had 
refufed  to  give  up  his  goods, 
and  doubted  the  legality  of 
the  edict,  was  one  day  carried 
to  the  tribunal  of  the  fangui- 
nary  Sozezem,  who  fternly 
looking  in  the  merchant's  face* 
demanded, 
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demanded,  why  he  had  not 
delivered  his  fliare  of  the  mer- 
chandize, to  the  officers  ap- 
pointed to  receive  it. — "  I 
**  did  not  imagine,"  replied 
the  merchant,  with  firmnefs, 
"  that  a  reprefentative  of  the 
w  commander  of  the  Faithful, 
«  could  iflue  fuch  an  unjuft 
"  order." L^"  Slave/1  ''ex- 
claimed the  imperious  villain-, 
"  your  life  fhali  anfwer  for 
"  your  infolcnce/ — "  I1  hat  is 
«  as  the  Almighty  pleafes," 

returned    the   merchant. 

"  Nov,  by  the  great  Maho- 
"  met,"  faid  the  furious  So- 
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zezem,  taking  up  a  cup  of 
Sherbet,  "  not  a  minute  after 
«  I  have  drank  this,  (halt  thou 
"  be  alive."—"  There  is  many 
w  a  flip,"  refumed  the  mer- 
chant, with  intrepidity,  "  be- 
"  tween  the  cup  and  the  lip." 
Sozezem,  giving  him  a  fcorn- 
ful  look,  advanced  the  liquor 
to  his  mouth;  when,  at  the 
fame  inftant,  a  band  o£  Ja- 
nizaries, fent  by  the  fultan 
Amurath,  who  had  heard  of 
his  cruelties,  rufhed  into  the 
apartment,  and  ftrangled  the 
wicked  wretch  with  a  bow- 
ftrimj, 

MORAL. 
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MORAL. 

This  is  a  cautionary  pro- 
verb, applicable  to  fuch  per- 
tbnsr  as  are  too  -'anguine  in 
their  expectations,  and  do  not 
pay  a  regard  to  future  and  un- 
looked  for  mifchances,  which 
may  unexpectedly  arife  to 
difappoint  us  of  a  proinifed 
pleafure.  We  fhould  never 
liijTer  ourfelves  to  be  buoyed 
up  by  the  certainty  of  fuch. 
or  fuch,  an  event  happening ; 
for  if  we  let  our  hopes  gro*\v 
too  ftrong,  their  defeat  r. 
be  attended  with  bad  coa^ 
fequences ;  befides,  the  living 

in 
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in  the  conftant  habit  of  ex- 
pefting  what  is  probable,  yet, 
may  never  come  to  pafs ; 
weakens  our  a&ivity,  and 
deadens  the  exertions,  which 
might  be  difplayed  in  better- 
ing our  fortunes  by  induftri- 
ous  methods.  This  proverb 
teaches  us,  Hkewrfe,  to  be- 
have with  meeknefs,  and  go 
through  life  with  humility; 
never  to  be  puffed  up  with 
pride,  nor  bloated  with  con- 
ceit ;  for  misfortune  may  feize, 
and  calamity  reduce,  'till  the 
cup,  whofe  fond  beverage, 
we  imagined  would  make  the 

heart 
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heart  joyful,  be  found  to 
contain  verjuice  and  gall  to 
the  very  bottom. 


Be  nor  of  afny  thi 

There  often  is  a  flip, 
(Tho*  fools  Hill  think  the  wine  fecure,) 

Between  the  6u^>  and  Jip. 


WHAT 
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WHAT  CAN'T  BE    CUR'D,  -MUST   BE' 
ENDUR'D 


S,"fays  a fampus'author, 
"  is  a  confolatory  proverb,  ap- 
"  plicable  to  perfons  under  the 
"  preiTure  of  fome  inevitable 
''calamity;  and  advifes,  to 
4 '  make  a  virtue  of  necefli- 
"  ty,  and  not  aggravate,  but 
"  allcyiate  the  burthen,  by 
4i  patient  bearing..,"  It  ought, 
however,  to  be  remarked,  that, 
there  are  but  few  evils,  which 
a  perfevering  fpirit  cannot 
overcome.  Are  we  deprelOTed 
E  by 
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by  poverty  ?  Let  us  pay  an 
unremitting  attention  to  bufi- 
nefs,  and  raife  o.urfelves  by 
induftry.  "  A  eonftant  drop," 
fays  the  proverb,  "  will  wear 
"  a  hole  through  a  ftone." — 
<s  And  little '  ftrokes,"  fays 
another, "  will  fell  great  oaks.'* 
Does  misfortune  overtake  us 
in  our  career?  Let  us  redouble 
our  efforts  ;  "  Rome  was  not 
"•built  in  a  day";  and  per- 
haps, by  ufing  greater  vigour, 
we  may  reach  the  deftined 
fpot  fooner  than  we  mould 
have  done,  had  the  accident 
not  have  befallen  us.  Are 

we 
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we  in  a  low  fituation  in  life  ? 
Let  us  recolle£l  the  many,  that, 
by  cultivating  their  abilities, 
and  exerting  their  own  pow- 
ers, have  rifen  to  the  higheft 
offices  of  the  ftate.  The  ce- 
lebrated captain  Cook,  in 
early  life,  was  nothing  but  a 
failor's  boy  :  and  the  great 
moralift,  Johnfon,whofe  name 
will  be  remembered  with  plea- 
fure,  until  the  lateft  period  of 
time,  was  in  his  youth,  no 
more  than  an  affiftant  teacher 
in  a  fchool.  Many  other  in- 
ftances  might  be  mentioned, 
but  I  have  room  only  for  one, 
E  2  the 
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the  immortal  Franklyn,  who 
from  being  in  a  ftation  no 
higher  than  that  of  a  journey- 
man printer,  obtained  by -his 
merit,  the  pod  of  ambaffador 
to  France;  and  was  promoted 
to  the  greateft  honours  of  his 
native  country. 


MORAL. 

When  the  wife  Alfred  was 
driven  from  his  throne.;  by  the 
invading  Danes,,  and  in-  order 
to  preferve  his  iife,  was  forced 
to  take  refuge  in  the  cottage 
of  an  hufbandman  \  he  did 

not 
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not  fit  down,  and  inglorioufly 
grieve  for  his  hard  fate;  but, 
in  his  hiding  place,  was  con- 
tinually inventing  the  means 
of  overcoming  his  enemies ; 
and  contriving  the  beft  fchemes 

to  enfure  his  reftoration. 

'Twas  with  this  view,  he  went 
into  the  Danifh  camp,  dif- 
guifed  as  a  harper;  and  under 
that  character,  having  noticed 
the  fecurity  in  which  they  liv- 
ed, and  the  little  watch  they 
kept,  he  filently  retired  ;  when 
returning  in  the  dead  of  night, 
with  a  few  chofen  followers, 
he  fell  upon,  and  entirely 
E  3  defeated 
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defeated  them  :  and  by  his 
generous  treatment  of  the  few 
who  efcaped  the  fword,  made 
friends  of  his  very  enemies, 
and  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
future  fecurity  of  his  king- 
dom, the  whole  of  which,  by 
this  victory,  he  had  nearly 
regained.  Thus,  was  Alfred 
repayed  for  his  perfeverance  ; 
whereas,  if  he  had  meanly  fat 
down,  and  repeated  the  old 
faying.  "  What  cant  be  curd, 
"  mud  be  endur'd,"  without 
making  any  exertions  to  over- 
come his  difficulties,  the  na- 
tion would  ftill  have  been  in 

the 
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the  hands  of  foreigners,  and 
himfelf  remained  an  outcaft, 
and  a  beggar. 


What  we  can't  cure,  we  mufl  endure  j 

Yet  never  let  us  fay, 
Our  troubles  will  admit  no  co-re, 

Till  we've  tried  every  way. 


4 
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XO  LONGER  PIPE*  NO  LONGER 
DANCE. 


THIS  proverb  feems  to  have 
taken  its  rife,  from  obferving 
the  manners  of  the  dancing 
dogs,  \vho,  as  may  frequently 
be  feen  in  the  ftreets  of  Lon- 
don, dance  no  longer  than 
the  mufic  keeps  playing.  It 
is  generally  applied  to  thofe 
ungrateful  perfons,  vho  aft 
friendly  no  longer  than  they 
continue  to  receive  favors, 
and  defert  the  acquaintance  of 
every  one,  who,  having  done 

them 
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them  nineteen  good  turns,  are 
unwilling  to  grant  the  twen- 
tieth, from  the  great  incon- 
venience it  might  occafion. 
Never  let  my  readers  imitate 
the  conduct  of  fuch  perfons, 
for  ingratitude  is  one  of  the 
wor.ft  of  crimes;  and  though 
there  is  no  law  to  punifh  thofe 
who  are  guilty  of  it,  yet  they 
are  detefted,  and  their  com- 
pany fhunned  by  all  good  men. 
Whoever  has  done  us  a  good 
oSice,  calls  upon  our  grati- 
tude for  a  return,  which,  if 
we  neglect  to  make,  when  it  is 

in 
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in  our  power,  we  deferve  all 
the  fcorn  and  contempt  that 
can  be  {hewn  us. 

There  is  a  remarkable  m- 
flance  of  this  vice  in  Rapin's 
Hiftory  of  England,  which  I 
fhall  copy,  that  my  young 
friends  may  learn  to  delpife  a 
mode  of  behaviour,  \vhich 
may  lead  them  into  fuch  dia- 
bolical extremes. 

During  Monmouth's  rebel- 
lion, in  the  reign  of  James 
the  fecond,  a  certain  perfon 
knowing  the  humane  difpo- 
fition  of  Mrs.  Gaunt,  (whofe 

life 
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life  was  one  continued  exercife 
of  beneficence,)  fled  to  her 
houfc,  where  he  'was  concealed 
and  maintained  for  fometime: 
hearing,  however,  of  the  pro- 
clamation, which  promifed  an 
indemnity  and  reward  to  thofe 
who  difcovered  fuch  >as  har- 
boured the  rebels,  he  betrayed 
his  benefaclrefs  ;  and  fuch 
was  the  fpirit  of  juftice  and 
equity  which  prevailed  among 
the  minifters,  that  -he  was 
pardoned  andrecompenfed  for 
his  ingratitude  and  treachery, 
andjke  was  burnt  alive  for  her 
humanity  and  charity. 

MOR  A  T 
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This  proverb  may  alfo  be 
applied  to  thofe  mercenary 
perfons,  who  can  never  .do 
any  thing,  though  the  me-aneft 
tri fl-e,  i  without  fee  or  -  reward  ; 
or,  are  ready  to  undertake  any 
mean  buiinefsj  provided  their 
i  mere  ft  is  concerned--'  'Thefe 
people;  never  feel  ttye  glow  of 
pleafure  fpread  ov-er  the  heart 
by  doing  ;a  good-natured  ac- 
tion, nor  the  delightful  fen- 
fation  arifing  from  diiinte- 
tefted  benevolence  :  they  pafs 
through  life,  wi*apt  up  in  a 
cold  felftflinefs;  and  like  the 

fnow, 
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fnow,  that  for  ever  remains 
on  the  fmmmit  of  MontBIane," 
unpenetrated  by  the  cheering 
rays  of  the  fun,  remain  eter- 
nally torpid  to  the  endearing 
warinfn  of  focial  delight  and 
manly  confidence.  '  It  is  by 
mutuarafts  of  kindnefs,  ,fhat 
exiflence  is  rendered  comfort- 
able ;  \vithoutthem,  civilized 
life  would  be  little  better  than 
a  fociety  of  favages,  and  our 
neareft  connexions,  fources 
of  torment  and  mifery. 

Let  gratitude  fway  cv'ry  breaft, 

For  kindnefs  to  us  done  ;  , 
Let  us  our  felfilh  thoughts  deteft, 

Our  old  friends  never  fhun. 

F  HUNGFR 
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HUNGER    WILL    BREAK    THROUGH 
STONE   WALLS. 


AN  Efquimaux  Indian,  with 
his  wife  and  family,  travel- 
ling in  the  depth  of  winter  to 
Hudfon's  Bay,  with  articles  of 
commerce,  were,  by  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  weather,  detained 
on  the  road,  and  driven  to 
fuch  extreme  diftrefs  through 
hunger,  that  they  pulled  the 
fur  from  their  clothes,  and  fed 
upon  the  fkins  as  long  as  they 
lafted  ;  but  being  ftill  prefled 
by  want,  and  at  a  great  diftance 

from 
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from  the  fa&ory,  they  were 
reduced  to  the  cruel  neceflity 
of  killing  two  of  their  chil- 
dren, for  the  fupport  of  thofe 

who   remained  alive. On 

their  arrival  at  Hudfon's  Bay, 
the  Indian  related  the  deplo- 
rable circumftance  to  the  go- 
vernor, who  unfeelingly  burft 
into  a  laughter,  and  exclaimed, 
"  Very  like,  Hunger  will 
i4  break  through  ftone  walls." 
The  Efquimaux  was  furprifed 
and  aftoniihed,  and  with  the 
tears  ftreaming  down  his 
chocks,  filently  retired  to 
mourn  his  calamity  in  private. 
F  2  MORAL. 
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MORAL. 

We  learn  from  this  proverb, 
that  the  calls  of  hunger  arefo 
ftrong,  that  hardly  any  thing 
can  refift  the  effects  of  it. — 
The  flrongeft  conftitutions 
give  way  ;  and  a  man  labour- 
ing under  its  operation,  is 
capable  of  any  undertaking, 
however,  defperate. 

Looking     over    fome   old 
chronicles  lately,  I  found  the 
account  of  a  remarkable  ex- 
ample  of-  gluttony,    which  I 
will  tranfcribe,  for  the  amufe- 
mehtof  ;my  little'  readers,  in 
fame  fpeiling  in  which  it 
was 
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was  written.  Let  me  obferve 
that  hunger  and  gluttony  differ 
onl  i  .  one  point — the  former 
being  a  want  of  nature,  and 
foon  fatisfied;  the  latter,  creat- 
ed b)  practice, 'land  never  to 
be  contented. 

"  In  die  wealds  of  Kente, 
lived:  a  yeomane  of  goode 
faime,  havinge  withal  a  brave 
flomache,  and  beeiu  to.  iuppe 
alonge  with  another  yeoiniine 
in  the  neighbourhoode,  who 
beein  ar'viied  of  his  needie 
appetjtea  did,  provid  accorcjin- 
lie,  a  buttoc  of  fattc  beeve, 
the  wich  he, ate  to  iVave  his 
F  3  flomache; 
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fiomache;  and  after  his  loun- 
chin,  he  did  moreover  de- 
voure  a  whole  hogge,  barbi- 
cued,  a  pudden,  containin  two 
pecks  of  damafens,  and  a 
quantitye  of  flummerie;  he  did 
likewife  digefl  foure  bafkets 
of  ftrawberries,  and  a  quarte 
of  crame,  befide  a  large  leave, 
a  nue  chees,  and  two  poundc 
of  frefhe  buttur ;  and  becaufe 
the  hous  afforded  no  more,  he 
went  away  very  ille  fatisfied.'' 


This  proverb  rightly  underftood, 

Mull  be  allbw'jd  to  fay, 
That  he  who  hungers  to  do  good, 

Can  always  fTncTthe  way. 

NAUGHT 
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NAUGHT  IS  NEVER  IN  DANGER. 

A  WORTHLESS  young  fel- 
low, \vho  lived  at  a  little  vil- 
hge,  a  few  miles  from  town, 
often  amufed  himfelf,  by 
laughing  at  any  one  who  acci- 
dentally fell  down,  or  got 
hurt  by  any  mifckance.  On 
fuch  occafions,  he  would  point 
with  his  finger,  and  fay  jeer- 
ingly,  "  Ah,  it  is  only  a 
"  fcratch,  naught  is  never  in 
"  danger,"  and  then  walk 
on,  without  offering  the  leaft 
*  One  day,  however, 
he 
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he  happened*  (as  if  on  purpofe 
to  punifh  him  for  his  inhuma- 
nity,)   to  be  invited   to  a  fox 
hunt,  when  being  mounted  on 
a  high-mettled  horfe,  he  leaped 
every  gate,  and  Crolfed  every 
ditch  that  lay  in  his 'way,  till 
coming  to  a  deep  and  broad 
channel  that  had  lately  been 
cut,    in  order  to  build  a  lock 
for  a  canal,  his  temerity  led 
him  to  venture,  and  taking  a 
furious  leap,   he  was   thrown 
off  his  horfe,  one  of  his  legs 
broken,  and  his  horfe  killed 
on  the  ipot.     In  this  mifer-able 
-  fuuation-hc  lay  for  ionic  u 

when 


Published  by  J.TAIRBURN,  Minories.  71 

when  an  old  woman,  hearing 
a  man's  groans,  went  and 
looked  into  the  chafm :  "  For 
<;  heaven's  fake,  miftrefs,"  he 
exclaimedj  "  lend  me  fome 
"  help." — "  Marry,  come  up," 
cried  the  woman,  "  not  I, 
;i  indeed,  thou  art  rightly 
cs  ferved  :  when  my  poor  boy 
c;  was  in  the  river,  yonder, 
"  thou  faidft,  Naught  was  ne- 
u  ver  in  danger,  and  then  left 
u  him  to  get  out  as  he  could, 
"  and  fo  I  now  leave  thee  to 
"  do."  She  then  hobbled  away. 
A  few  minutes  after,  a.  farmer 
palled  byv  "  Some  aififtance, 

"  for 
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"  for  the  fake  of  mercy,"  tit- 
tered the  poor  wretch.  — 
"  Adzooks,"  faid  the  farmer, 
"  but  ize  glad  to  zee  thee 
"  there  ;  dos'nt  remember 
"  when  vather  broke's  arm, 
"  vailing  off  the  barn,  thee 
"  fnigger'd  and  cried,  Naught's 
"ne'er  in  danger. —  Mizzim, 
"  I'll  vetch  'un  to  look  at 
"  thee." — He  then  walked  off, 
leaving  the  groaning  man  to 
lament  the  confequences  of 
his  own  want  of  humanity.  In 
this  lamentable  manner,  he 
paffed  fome  hours :  and  it  wa* 
not  till  the  company  whom  he 

had 
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had  fet  out  with  in  the  morn- 
ing, returned  home,  and  after- 
wards went  to  feek  him,  that 
he  procured  any  relief. 

MORA  L. 

My  young  readers  may  re- 
member, that  the  laft  Proverb, 
except  one,  applied  to  thofe 
perfons  who  refufe  to  perform 
any  aftions,  unlefs  it  tends 
to  their  own  intereft  From 
this  ftory,  they  may  learn  the 
probable  confequence  of  fuch 
conduct ;  for,  as  no  one  can 
tell  what  difafters  may  happen 
to  him,  it  is  beft,  for  our  own 

fakes, 
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fakes,  to  behave  obligingly, 
and  to  affift  every  one,  that 
when  we  ourfelves  are  in 
trouble,  we  may  have  a  right 
to  <:laim  the  aid  of  every  per- 
fon,  and  to  expe£l  a  return  of 
the  fame  kindnefs,  we  have 
beftowed  upon  others. 


Let  youth  good-natur'd  be  to  all, 

And  lend  a  willing  hand  ; 
That  when  themfelves  fhould  chance  to  fall, 
.    They  might  fome  help  command. 


THE    END. 
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